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Chronic 
Absence

Student is absent from a 
given school for any reason.



Student-Level

Chronic 
Absence Rate
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National Chronic Absence Crisis 

✓ The number of 

chronically-

absent students 

grew from 

8,095,132 to 

14,660,261

✓ State data from 

2022-23 indicate 

rates remain high

27%
2022-23



School-Level

Chronic 
Absence Rate



Attendance & 
Early Literacy

1% increase in 

attendance rate

is associated with a

1.5% increase in 

third grade ELA 

passing rate



Students who are 

chronically absent 

in preschool are

5x more likely

to be chronically 

absent in second 

grade.

Source: Ehrlich, Stacy et al, Preschool Attendance in 

Chicago Public Schools: Relationships with Learning 
Outcomes and Reasons for Absences

Attendance & 
Preschool



MapLIT
One source for key data 
sets that impact early 
literacy outcomes in Arizona

readonarizona.org/maplit
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Arizona 
Attendance 
Legislation

Guardian Responsibility:

ARS § 15-802

• Children Ages 6-16

• Exemptions

Truancy:

ARS § 15-803 

• Excessive Absences

• Unexcused Absences



Arizona 
Attendance 
Legislation

Definitions:

ARS § 15-901

• Average Daily Membership

• Daily Attendance

Instructional Time Model:

ARS § 15-901.08 

• Setting

• Instruction Type

Student Mobility:

• Not currently addressed
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Arizona 
Chronic Absence 
Task Force

Purpose:

• Supporting leaders on 

whole-school engagement 

strategies for reducing 

student absenteeism

Considerations:

• Resources

• Evidence-based strategies

• Innovative solutions
May 2023 – September 2024



Arizona 
Chronic Absence 
Resource Guide
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Arizona 
Chronic Absence 
Resource Guide
Spotlights

Baboquivari School District 
students can do laundry and 
shower at school if needed.

City of Phoenix Head Start uses 
attendance success plans to 
target students at risk for chronic 
absence.

Tanque Verde USD focuses on 
building more academically-
engaging classrooms and 
strengthening connections to 
students and families



Arizona 
Chronic Absence 
Resource Guide
Spotlights



Recommendations 
of the Arizona 
Chronic Absence 
Task Force

A high-level framework for the 

collaborative efforts required 

to get our students back to 

school and back on track.

E M B A R G O E D  D R A F T



Build awareness and urgency with 

clear, compelling calls to action.
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Collect actionable data to identify 

challenges and drive solutions.
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Promote systematic, evidence-based 

prevention and intervention strategies.
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Professional 
Development
E-Learning Modules

Statewide professional 
learning network offering 
three 90-minute sessions. 

Increase use of resources and 
evidence-based strategies to 
reduce chronic absence.

350+ participants from 100+ 
public and charter schools 
trained.



Chronic Absence 
References

Preschool Attendance in 
Chicago Public Schools
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Factors Related to Early 
Childhood Literacy

Missing Too Much School

Chronic Absence in Early 
Childhood Education

Using Data and Evidence to 
Tackle Chronic Absence

Family Engagement Can Help 
Ease Absenteeism in Schools

https://consortium.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/2018-10/Pre-K%20Attendance%20Report.pdf
https://readonarizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/ReadOnAZReport-by-Robert-Vagi-Final-08-15-16.pdf
https://www.educareschools.org/2024/05/16/attendance-matters-chronic-absence-in-early-childhood-education/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/west/Blog/100845
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/ed-magazine/24/05/um-where-everybody
https://www.helios.org/latest/briefs/missing-too-much-school/


Thank You
Lori Masseur
Director of Early Learning
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