
 

 
 

DUAL LANGUAGE PROGRAMS  
AND ENGLISH LEARNERS 

 

Arizona language policy prohibits English learners (ELs) from enrolling in dual language 

programs (programs that deliver instruction in two languages) until they have been reclassified 

as fluent English speakers.  

 

There are many myths about language learning, which include: 

 English immersion is the best way for ELs to acquire English. 

 ELs can soak up English like a sponge. 

 ELs are not ready to learn content subjects until they have learned English. 

 

 

What do we know about dual language programs and English Learners?  

 

 ELs who are provided with dual language programming academically outperform English 

speakers12  

 

 It can take around 7 years for ELs to become proficient in English3 

 

 ELLs who are taught academic content (e.g., math, science, language arts, etc.) in their 

first language build skills that enable them to transfer the information into their English4  

 

 There are cognitive and non-cognitive benefits to being bilingual5  

 

 

KEY TAKEAWAYS: English learners need access to dual language programs without targeted 

English Development, which is not supported by research, as early as possible. 
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