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1430 East Second Street, Rm. #525 
Tucson, AZ 85721 
Phone: (520) 621-1488 
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EDUCATION HISTORY 
 

Ed. D., Human Development and Psychology 
Program in Language and Literacy 
Harvard Graduate School of Education, 2001 

  
Ed. M., (In passing) Human Development & Psychology  
Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1997 

 
M.A., Bilingual and Multicultural Education  
San Francisco State University, 1994 

 
California Teacher Certification 
Elementary Education with Spanish Bilingual Certificate of Competence 
San Francisco State University, 1991  
 
B.A., Liberal Studies 
San Francisco State University, 1990 (cum laude)  

 

A.A., General Education  
City College of San Francisco, 1987 

  
Doctoral Dissertation and Director:  
Rubinstein-Avila, E. (2001). The Literacy Practices of Latino Immigrant Students in and 
out of schools. Harvard Graduate School of Education. Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, Ph.D.  
 
Major Fields: Language and literacy, Adolescent English language learners, Immigration 
and education, Urban education, Bilingual/multilingual education, Qualitative research. 
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EMPLOYEMENT HISTORY 
Academic/Teaching Appointments  

     
College of Education, University of Arizona 
 Department of Language, Reading and Culture 

Assistant Professor, 2002 to present  

Center for Mathematics Education of Latino/as (CEMELA)                                        
Affiliate Faculty, 2004 to present  

Program in Second Language Acquisition and Teaching (SLAT)                             
Affiliate Faculty, 2003 to present 

Department of Teaching and Teacher Education 
Assistant Professor, 2001-2002 

Adjunct Instructor (ABD), 2000-2001  

    

San Francisco State University  
Department of Elementary Education 
Adjunct Instructor, fall 1994,  
 
San Francisco Unified School District (SFSD) 
Team Member of Superintendent’s Task Force, 1994-1995 

The task force was assembled to address the overrepresentation of Latino and 
African American students being referred for special education services on a case 
by case basis across elementary and middle-schools.   
 

ESL Resource teacher, K-5
th

, 1994-1995 

Worked mostly with Southeast Asian and Samoan students. 
 

Spanish Bilingual Teacher, 4
th

/5
th 

grade, 1990-1994 
   

Harvard Graduate School of Education 
Department of Human Development & Psychology  
 

Research Assistant  
 Longitudinal Immigrant Student Adaptation (LISA) Study, 1997-2000 

Co-Principal Investigators: Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, Ph.D., and Carola Suárez-
Orozco, Ph.D. 
 
Research Assistant  

Vocabulary Improvement Project, 1996-1998  
Catherine E. Snow, Ph.D., Diane August, Ph.D., and Barry McLaughlin, Ph.D.  
 
Research Assistant  

El Salvador Literacy Project, 1996-1997 
Victoria Purcell-Gates, Ph.D.  
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Teaching Assistant 1998 

Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods  
Visiting Professor: Sharon Rallis, Ph.D. 

 

Teaching Assistant 1997 

Immigration and Education 
Professor: Marcelo Suárez-Orozco, Ph.D.  

 
Cambridge Public Schools 
Co-Investigator, 1996-1998 

Field-Initiated Bilingual Education Research (FIBER) 
Sponsored by OERI  

   
Honors and Awards  
 

Elected member, National Conference on Research in Language and Literacy 
(NCRLL), 2005 
 
Nominated for Faculty Research Award, Univeristy of Arizona, College of 
Education, 2005 
 
Dissertation Support Fund, Harvard Graduate School of Education, 2000  

Advanced Doctoral Award, Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1999 

Summer Fellowship. Comunidades Açorianas. São  Miguel, Portugal, 1998. 
Topic: Portugal Atlântico e a Açorianidade [Atlantic Portugal and the Azorian 
Identity].  Sponsored by the Gabinete de Emigração e Apoio a Universidade dos 

Açores,  

 
Entering Award, Harvard Graduate School of Education, 1995  

California State University Minority Summer Research Internship, 1995  
University of California, Los Angeles, Graduate College of Education 
Mentor:  Kris Gutierrez, Ph.D. 

 
RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP 

  
Journal Articles (Refereed)  
 

 
McGraw, R. & Rubinstein-Avila, E.  (Solicited/Under review).  Developing 

mathematical reasoning and English (as an additional language) 
competencies in middle school Educational Leadership. 
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Rubinstein- Ávila, E.  (In press).  Examining contemporary young adult female 
protagonists through critical race feminism: A review of the professional 
litertature. Changing English.  

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2007). What counts as literacy for Yanira Lara: From the 

Dominican Republic to Drew High. Reading Research Quarterly, 42(4), 
568-589. 

 
Rubinstein- Ávila, E.  (2006).  Publishing “Equinox”: An ethnographic tale of 

youth literacy development after school.  Anthropology & Education 

Quarterly, 37 (3), p. 255-272. 

 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2006).  Connecting with Latino learners. Educational 

Leadership, 63(5), 38-43. 
 

 Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2005). Brazilian Portuguese in Massachusetts’s linguistic 
landscapeA prevalent yet understudied phenomenon.  Hispania, 88(4), 
873-880. 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2004).  Conversing with Miguel: An adolescent learner   
 struggling with later literacy development. Journal of Adolescent & Adult 

Literacy, 47(4), 2-12. 
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2003a).  Facing reality: English language learners in middle 

school English. English Education, 35(2), 122-136. 
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2003b).  Negotiating power and redefining literacy expertise: 

Buddy Reading in a dual-immersion programme. Journal of Research in 

Reading, 26(1), 83-97. 
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2002).  Problematizing the "dual" in a dual-immersion 

program. Linguistics & Education, 13(1), 65-87. 
 

Schwartz, A., & Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2006). Understanding the manga hype: 
Uncovering the multimodality of comic book literacies.  Journal of 

Adolescent and Adult Literacy, 50(1), 40-49. 
 
Invited Book Chapters (Non-refereed) 

 
Rubinstein- Ávila, E.,  & Johnson, J.  (In press). Meaningful content area 

instruction for middle school students for whom English is an additional 

language. In K. Hinchman & H. Thomas (Eds.), Best practices for 
adolescent literacy.  Guilford Publications, Inc.  
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Rubinstein- Ávila, E. (In press).  In their words, sounds and images: After-school 
literacy programs for urban youth.  In B. Guzzetti (Ed.), Literacy for a 

new millennium: Adolescent literacy.  Greenwood Publishers. 
 
 

Other Publications (Non-refereed)  
 

Moll, L. C. & Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2007).  Commentary Part II.  In C. J Lewis, 
P. Enciso, & E. B. Moje, (Eds.).  Identity, agency, and power:  New 

directions in sociocultural research on literacy. pp. 189-193. Mahwah, 
NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  

  
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2007). Book Review.  The Color of success: Race and high-

achieving urban youth, by Gilberto Conchas.  Anthropology & Education 

Quarterly.  

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2005). Book Review. What they don’t lean in School: 

Literacy in the lives of urban youth, by Jabari. Mahiri.  Anthropology & 

Education Quarterly, 36(3).  
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2005).  Book Review. Adolescent lives in transition: How 

social class influences the adjustment to middle school, by Donna Marie San 
Antonio.  Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 36(2). 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E. & Suaréz-Orozco, C. (2002). Building good working relations 

between practitioners and researchers. In D. T. Gordon (Ed.), Teaching as a 

profession. Reprint from Harvard Education Letter Series #8. Harvard 
Education Press.  

 
Works in Progress 
 

McGraw, R. & Rubinstein-Ávila, E. Transformational mathematical reasoning in 
middle school: The role of first and second languages. To be submitted to 
Journal of Research in Mathematics Education. 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  Reductive literacies: (Mis)educating secondary Latino/a 

students. To be submitted to Teachers College Record. 
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  Ethnographic insights into youthwork and youths’ 

apprenticeship experiences after school. To be submitted to The Urban 

Review. 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  Supporting youth’s democratic citizenship and multiple 

literacies in Urban Brazil: A retrospective portrait of Projeto Aprendiz. To 
be submitted to Urban Education. 
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Rubinstein-Ávila, E., & del Rio, A. M. Youths’ community health inquiry on the 
U.S./Mexico border. To be submitted to Journal of Qualitative Studies in 

Education. 

 

Sox, A., & Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  Content area WebQuests for English language 
learners: Essential elements for design. To be submitted to Journal of 

Adolescent and Adult Literacy. 
 
 
GRANTS  

 

Elva Knight Research Grant, International Reading Association, 2007.  Latino/a 
students’ linguistic repertoire of practices: A case study of a dual-language, 
middle school mathematics classroom, $ 6,800. 

Faculty Foreign Travel Grant, University of Arizona, 2007, (International 
Conference on Culture and Qualitative Research, Guanajuato, Mexico).  

Faculty Small Grant, Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies, 
University of Arizona, 2004, $8,800 (Ambos Nogales: Youth conducting inquiry 
along the U.S./Mexico border). 

National Academy of Education/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship Program, 2004  
(Not funded). 
 
College of Education Faculty Research Grant, 2003, $2,000. 

Faculty Foreign Travel Grant, University of Arizona, 2001 (International Reading 
Association World Congress, Scotland). 
 
Faculty Small Grant, Vice President for Research and Graduate Studies, 
University of Arizona, 2001, $ 5,000 (Urban Youth Publishing After School). 

Research Travel Grant, Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 
 University, 1999  (Sao Paulo-Brazil; Projeto Aprendiz) 
 
 
SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS  
 
Research Conferences (Refereed) 

 

McGraw, R. & Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2007). “Esa era la tricky part:” Advanced 
mathematical reasoning in first and second language.  Paper presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, 
Chicago, IL. Symposium organized by Gutierrez, R. & Rubinstein-Avila, E.  
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Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2007).  Latino/a students’ linguistic repertoires of practice 
in a dual-language mathematics classroom: An ethnographic case study. 
Paper presented at the Second International Qualitative Conference.  
University of Guanajuato, Mexico. 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E. (2006) (Symposium organizer and presenter). Exploring the 

nature of youths’ technoliteracies.  Paper presented at the annual meeting 
of the National Reading Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2004). Youths’ oral histories of their low-income 

neighborhoods: Enacting social voices. Paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the National Reading Conference, San Antonio, TX.  

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2004).  From marginalized students to staff writers: 

 Enacting authentic critical literacy. Paper presented at the Annual 
 Meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego,  
 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2004). Subtractive literacies: Portraits of secondary ELLs 

across content area classes. Roundtable presented at the Annual Meeting 
of American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2003). Lizette: A portrait of a Yaqui young woman 

authoring her neighborhood, her people and herself. Paper presented at 
the Annual Meeting of the National Conference of Teachers of English, 
San Francisco, CA. 

 
 Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2003). Conversations with Miguel: Literacies in and out of 

 school contexts. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National 
 Reading Conference, Tempe, AZ.  

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2002). Urban youth developing multiple literacies through 

 publishing. Paper presented at the annual meeting of Ethnography in 
 Education Research Forum. Center for Urban Ethnography, University of 
 Pennsylvania.  

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2002). Portraits of Latino immigrant adolescents’ 

literacies: Purposeful and purposeless practices. Paper presented at the 
annual  meeting of the American Educational Research Association, New 
Orleans, LA.  

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2002). (Symposium organizer and presenter).  Writing and 
Publishing: Urban youth expand upon and integrate literacies.  Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the National Reading Conference, 
Miami, FL. 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2001). What difference does relevance and agency make in 

 the literacy engagement of secondary ELLs? Paper presented at the annual 
 meeting of theNational Reading Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
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Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2001). Immigrant literacies: Underexposed. Paper 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, Seattle, OR. 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2001). Literacy practices of U.S. immigrant adolescents: 

The crucial role of instruction. Paper presented at the bi-annual 19th World 
Congress of the International Reading Association, Edinburgh, Scotland.  

 Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2000). The literacies of middle school immigrant students: 

 A statement. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the National 
 Reading Conference, Phoenix, AZ. 

Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2000).  From their points of view: The nature of self-

reported literacy practices among Latino immigrant students. Paper 
presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association. New Orleans, LA. 

 
Colloquia (Invited, non-refereed) 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2007).  Advanced mathematical reasoning in a dual-

immersion middle school classroom.  Brown Bag for Second Language 
Acquisition and Teaching (Graduate Program, University of Arizona). 

 
             Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2005).  Language use in the contact zone: 

 Understanding Latino students’ linguistic funds of knowledge. Center of 
Mathematics Education for Latinos/as (CEMELA). University of Arizona, 
Tucson. AZ. 

 
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2003).  The three Cs: Critical, cultural and congruent 

education. Regional Educational Policy Conference, which focused on the 
education of secondary Latino students.  Sponsored by Luz Academy. 
Tucson, AZ. 

  
Rubinstein-Ávila, E.  (2002).  The use of photographic material culture in 

qualitative literacy research.  16th Annual LRC Graduate Student 
Colloquy. University of Arizona, Tucson. AZ. 

 
SERVICE AND OUTREACH 
 
EXTRAMURAL SERVICE 
 
Professional Membership and Service  
 
 California Association of Bilingual Educators—Member 1990-1994. 
 American Anthropology Association—Member from 1994-1997, and present 

American Educational Research Association Member since 1995 
Reviewed proposals for Division G (1999-2000; 2002-2004; 2007) 
International Reading Association—Member since 2001-present.   
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National Conference for Teachers of English—Member 2003-2004 
National Reading Conference—Member since 2000 to present   
Reviewed Proposals (2004-present); Organized Paper Symposia (2002, 2006).  

 
 
Local/State   
  

Voices Inc.—a local non-profit youth organization. Provided consult to the 
director, Regina Kelly, on after school youth program, 2002. 
 
Luz Academya local non-profit that works with charter schools Member of 
advisory board, 2003-04. 
 
COPE Behavioral Health—Consulted with youth workers on grants and services 
for urban youth, 2005.  

 
National/International Service 

 
Ad Hoc Reviewer for Anthropology and Education Quarterly  
Ad Hoc Reviewer for Cognition and Instruction  

Ad Hoc Reviewer for International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 
Ad Hoc Reviewer for Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy  

Ad Hoc Reviewer for Journal of Applied Linguistics 

Ad Hoc Reviewer for Reading Research Quarterly  
Ad Hoc Reviewer for Linguistics and Education 
 

INTRAMURAL SERVICE 
 
Department of Teaching and Teacher Education 
  
 Member of Curriculum Committee, 2001-2002 
 
Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
  
 Member of Curriculum Committee, 2002-2003 
 Member of Operation Committee, 2003-2004 

Member of Faculty Search Committee (Native American Languages), 2004. 
Member of Student Affairs Committee, 2004-2005 

 Co-Chair of Student Affairs Committee—2005-present 
 Co- Chairman of the Department Review Committee—2005-present 
  
College of Education  

 
Member of Bilingual Committee, 2001- present 
Member of Millennium Committee, 2002-present 
Member of Sabbatical Committee, 2003-04,  
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Member of Strategic Planning Committee, 2004-present 
Member of College Council Committee, 2005-Present 
Appointed (by College Council) as COE Representative to Graduate College 
(Fall, 2007) 

 
 
University of Arizona  

 
Graduate Representative, 2001-2003.  
Judge in the 12th Annual Student Showcase, 2004. 
Member of faculty search committee for the Bureau of Applied Research in 
Anthropology, 2004. 

 


