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  MARY CAROL COMBS 

          
2202 West Golden Hills Road Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
Tucson, Arizona  85745 University of Arizona 
(520) 622-5769 Tucson, Arizona 85721 
E-Mail: combs@email.arizona.edu (520) 621-1311 
  
Scholarly Foci: Bilingual Education Policy and Law, Language Planning, Indigenous Language 
Revitalization and Development, Bilingual/ESL/SEI Curriculum Development & Teacher Preparation, 
Multicultural Education                                                                                     
            

 Education 

 

December 1995   Ph.D. in Language, Reading and Culture 
    University of Arizona 
     
May 1983   M.A., in Applied Linguistics and Teaching  

    English as a Second Language 
    Georgetown University 
     
May 1978   B.A., in German, High Honors 
    University of Michigan  
  
 

 Academic Awards and Honors 
 

1996-1997  Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation National Competition Semifinalist 
   National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE), Washington, DC  
1993-1995  Title VII (Bilingual Education Act) Doctoral Fellowship 
   United States Department of Education, Washington, DC 
1993-1994  College of Education Outstanding Teaching Assistant 
   University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
Summer 1992  National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship 

   Washington, DC 
1990-1994  Graduate Academic Fellowship 
   University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona  
1990-1995  Marshall Foundation Doctoral Fellowship 
   Tucson, Arizona 
1977-1978  German Department Special Prize for Senior Honors Thesis    
   University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
 
 

 Community Service Awards 
 
September, 2001 Outstanding Community Service Award 
   U.S. Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 
   League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) 



 

 

 Academic Employment 
 
UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
 
Jan. 2004 - Present  Associate Professor, Adjunct 
    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
 
June 1996 - Present  Instructor (Permanent Faculty) 

American Indian Languages Development Institute (AILDI) 
Departments of Language, Reading and Culture, American Indian 
Studies, and Linguistics 

 
Jan. 1996 - 2004  Assistant Professor, Adjunct 
    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
     

Courses taught 
    ●Alternative Spaces for Language Revitalization: Language, Culture, 
       and Identity in Indigenous Films (LRC495a/595a)  

●Bilingual Curriculum Development (LRC 428/528) 
●Bilingual Reading and Writing (LRC 414/514) 
●ESL Methodologies in Bilingual Education (ENG 408/508) 
●Foundations of Bilingual Education (LRC 410/510) 
●Foundations of American Indian Bilingual Education (LRC 410/510 - AILDI) 
●Educating the Culturally Diverse (LRC 412/512) 
●Language and Culture in Education (LRC 504) 
●Language Planning (LRC 795a) 
●Language Planning and Policy in Native American Communities (LRC 495/595) 
●Practicum in Bilingual and English as a Second Language (LRC 694a) 
●Structured English Immersion/Sheltered English Content Instruction  
   (LRC 416 & LRC 516) 

 

August 1999 - 2002  Research Scientist 

    Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology (BARA) 
    Principal Investigator for Spencer Foundation research grant:  
    Comparative Study of Policy Developments in Bilingual Education 
 
Jan. - Dec. 1996   Federal Grants Coordinator 

    Multicultural Technology Support Project 
    Distance Learning for Bilingual/ESL State Endorsements 
    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
       
Sept. 1992 - Dec. 1995  Graduate Instructor 
    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
 
Sept. 1989- Sept. 1993  Graduate Research & Teaching Associate 
    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
    American Indian Studies 
    Southwest Memory Project (National Endowment for the Humanities) 



 

 

    Project IMPACT (Title VII) 
 
Jan. 1991- Aug. 1992  Graduate Teaching Assistant 

    Department of Language, Reading and Culture 
    American Indian Studies  
 
    Courses co-taught 

●Educating the Bilingual Child 
●Theory & Research in Language, Reading & Culture 
●Studies in Oral Tradition 
●Education and Cultural Pluralism 

     

Grants and Contracts 
 

Dec. 2006 Co-Investigator (25%)       $   3,000 
  Plyler v. Doe Teacher Study 
  (Tucson Unified School District, Sunnyside School District) 
  EARL WARREN INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE, BOALT HALL 
 

April 2006 Principal Investigator (50%)      $    9,700 
  Focused Participant Observation of SEI Classrooms, 
  Teachers and Students 
  (Sunnyside School District) 
  PIMA EDUCATION RESEARCH COLLABORATIVE 
 
Spring 2003 Principal Investigator (100%)                  $    2,500 
  [Immigrant] Parent Education Workshops 
  (Tucson Unified School District) 
  LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS 
 
2003-2004 Co-Investigator (50%)                   $    8,557 
  Assessing the Educational Impact of Proposition 203 on the Education  
  Of English Language Learners  
  (Sunnyside Unified School District) 
  UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH 
  AND GRADUATE STUDIES 
   
1999-2002 Principal Investigator (50%)                  $172,960 
  The Language Policy Project 
  Bureau of Applied Research in Anthropology (BARA) 
  The University of Arizona 
  SPENCER FOUNDATION 
 
     



 

 

 Professional Experience 
 
Dec. 1998 - July 1999  Compliance Assessment Coordinator 

    Alvarez-Jasso Consent Degree 
    Department of Equity Development 
    Tucson Unified School District 
    Tucson, AZ 
 
Aug. 1996 - May 1997  Teacher of English as a Second Language 

    Menlo Park Elementary School 
    Tucson, AZ 
 
Aug. 1995 - Jan. 1997  Project Evaluator ("Equity 2000") 
    The College Board 
    New York, NY 
 
Summer 1989   Consultant 
    Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF) 
    National Association of Latino Elected Officials (NALEO) 
    Washington, DC 
 
1988 - 1989   Commissioner 
    District of Columbia Commission on Asian and Pacific 
    Islander Affairs 
    Washington, DC 
 
1987 - 1989   Director 
    English Plus Information Clearinghouse (EPIC) 
    National Immigration, Refugee & Citizenship Forum 
    Washington, DC 
 
1986 - 1987   Education Research Analyst/Information Specialist 
    Special Issues Analysis Center 
    National Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education (NCBE) 
    COMSIS Corporation 
    Wheaton, MD 
 
1984 - 1986   Legislative Policy Analyst 

    International Travel Coordinator 

    (Cuba, Central America, Mexico) 
    League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) 
    Washington, DC 
 
1981 - 1984   Instructor of English as a Second/Foreign Language 
    Prince Georges Community College, Largo, MD 
    International Language Institute, Washington, DC 
    Spanish Catholic Center, Washington, DC 



 

 

    Lado Institute, Washington, DC 
 
Summer 1981   Teacher's Aide 
    Indo-Chinese Cooperative Education Program 
    Arlington, VA 
 
  

 Publications  

 
2005 Bilingualism for the children: Implementing a dual language program in an English only state. 

Educational Policy Journal, 19 (5), 701-728. 
 
2005 Bilingual and ESL classrooms, 4thEdition. Boston: McGraw-Hill (with Carlos Ovando & 

Virginia Collier). 
 
2002 Bilingual and ESL classrooms, 3rd Edition. Boston: McGraw-Hill (with Carlos Ovando & 

Virginia Collier). 
 
1999 Public perceptions of Official English/English only: Framing the debate in Arizona. In T. 

Huebner, J. Lo Bianco, K. Davis (Eds.), Socio-political perspectives on language policy and 

language planning. Erdenheim, PA: John Benjamins, Inc. 
 
1997 Official English (English Only) versus English Plus. In C. A. Grant & Ladson-Billings, G. (Eds.), 

Dictionary of multicultural education (pp. 203-204). Phoenix, AZ: Oryx Press. 
 
1992 English Plus: Responding to English Only. In J. Crawford (Ed.), Language Loyalties: A Source 

Book on the Official English Controversy (pp. 216-224). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press. 

 
1990 Growing disillusionment and the search for alternatives (with L. Lynch). In H. Daniels (Ed.), Not 

English Only. Urbana, IL: National Council of Teachers of English. 
 
1989 Official English in 1989: Post electoral fallout. EPIC Events, Vol. II, No. 1, pp. 1, 4, 6. 
 
1988 English Plus: A positive language policy (with L. Lynch). In English Today (October). New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
 State Official English campaigns in full swing. EPIC Events, Vol. I, No. 4, pp. 1, 10. 
 
 Amnesty enters second stage: Hard times ahead. EPIC Events, Vol. I, No. 3, pp. 1, 4.  
  
1986 The English Only Movement: An Agenda for Discrimination (Ed.) Washington, DC: League of 

Latin American Citizens. 
 

How dangerous to Hispanics: English Only potentially dangerous. LULAC Today, Vol. I, No. 1, 
pp. 1, 4. 

 



 

 

The legal implications of the English Language Amendment (with J. Trasviña). In M.C. Combs 
(Ed.), The English Only Movement: An Agenda for Discrimination (pp. 24-31). Washington, DC: 
League of United Latin American Citizens. 

 
 New bilingual regulations. LULAC Today, Vol. I, No. 1, p. 10. 
1985 English vs. Spanish? They are both national resources. The Atlantic Journal and Constitution 

(November 28, p. 17, 2-A), St. Louis Post-Dispatch (December 2, B-3), The Kalamazoo Gazette 
(December 18, A-11),  The Knoxville News-Sentinel (December 29, F-1), Council on 

Hemispheric Affairs News (May, p. 2), LULAC Today (February, pp. 5-6) 
 

Language Divisiveness (with A. Torres), The Denver Post Dispatch (March 26, 13-A), The 

Houston Chronicle (April 8, Sec. 1, 13), The Phoenix Gazette (April 16). 
 

Secretary of Education Bennett proposes new bilingual education regulations. Civil Rights 

Monitor (December), p. 1. 
 

Scholarly Presentations 
 

2005 Center for Mathematics Education for Latinos. State Education Policies for Linguistic 

Minority Children: Structured English Immersion. Invited Seminar Presentation. Tucson, 
Arizona, March 25. 

 
National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE). Annual Conference. The Combined 

Effect of Anti-Bilingual Education and NCLB Policies on English Learners at an Arizona 

Elementary Dual Language School. Featured Session on Language Policy. Panel Presentation. 
San Antonio, Texas, January 20. 

 
National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE). Annual Conference. No Language Left 

Behind: Tribal Responses to Standards, Accountability Mandates, and English Only Laws. 

Symposium at th eIndigenous Bilingual E ducation Special Interest Group (SIG) Institute. Panel 
Presentation. San Antonio, Texas, January 21. 

 
2004 American Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI). Conference Commemorating the 25th 

Anniversary of AILDI: Indigenous Language and Education Rights. Prospects for Indigenous 

Language Revitalization in an English Only State. Panel Presentation (organizer). University 
of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona, June 25. 

 
NAACP Community Forum: “Unfinished Business... Fifty Years After Brown v. Board of 

Education.” Racial and Linguistic Segregation in Tucson, Arizona: The Legacy of the 1C 

Americanization Program. Panel Presentation. Tucson Municipal Library, Tucson, Arizona, 
May 11. 

 
Language Minority Education Roundtable of Arizona (LMERRA) Colloquium. Civil Rights and 

Simple Justice: Proposition 203 and English Only Education in Arizona. Arizona State 
University. Paper Presentation. Tempe, Arizona, April 23. 

 
Bi-national Symposium of Educational Researchers. English Language Learners and 

Structured English Immersion: Legal, Psychological, Academic, and Social Consequences 



 

 

of English Only Education in Arizona. Universidad Pedagógica Nacional. Paper Presentation. 
Mexico City, March 13. 

 
National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE). Annual Conference. Bilingualism for the 

Children: Implementing a Dual Language Program in an English Immersion State. 
Symposium at the Research and Evaluation Special Interest Group (SIG). Panel and Paper 
Presentation. Albuquerque, New Mexico, February 6. 

 
University of Arizona, College of Education Policy Research Dinner. The Effect of Structured 

English Immersion and Proposition 203 Policies on Teachers and Students at an 

Elementary Dual-Language School. Research Presentation (with Carol Evans). Tucson, January 
22. 

 
2003 University of Arizona, Public Forum to Commemorate the 30

th
 Anniversary of the Supreme 

Court’s Decision in Lau v. Nichols. Panel Discussion (Organizer and Presenter), College of 
Education, Tucson, December 1. 

 
Tucson Teachers Applying Whole Language Annual Conference. English Language Learners 

and Structured English Immersion: The Legal, Psychological, and Social Consequences of 

English Only Education in Arizona. Roundtable Presentation. Homer Davis Elementary 
School, Tucson, Arizona, October 4. 

 
Tucson Teachers Applying Whole Language Annual Conference. Bilingualism for the 

Children: Implementing a Dual Language rogram in an English Immersion State. 
Roundtable Presentation. Homer Davis Elementary School, Tucson, Arizona, October 4. 

 
University of Texas at El Paso and Project AIMED Annual Summer Institute on the Tigua 
Indians and American Indian Studies. Indigenous Language Revitalization and the Standards 

Movement. Keynote Presentation. Tigua Indian Cultural Center, Socorro, Texas, August 1. 
 

Dual Language Immersion Workshop. From Junk Science to State Language Policy: The Case 

of Proposition 203. Paper Presentation. Willamette University School of Law, Salem Oregon, 
May 31. 

 
Dual Language Immersion Workshop. Immigrant Parent Advocacy and Dual Language 

Programs. Interactive Workshop. Willamette University School of Law, Salem Oregon, May 31. 
 

International Symposium on Bilingualism. Three-hour Colloqium on Language Ideologies and 

Anti-Bilingual Education Initiatives. Colloquium convener and organizer. Arizona State 
University, Tempe, Arizona, May 1. 

 
International Symposium on Bilingualism. More is Less: English for the Children. Paper 
Presentation. Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona, May 1. 

 
2002 Arizona Reading Association Conference (“Read Arizona”). Proposition 203 and the Education 

of English Language Learners: A Year in Review. Paper Presentation. Mesa, Arizona, October 
26. 

 



 

 

National Academy of Education/Spencer Post Doctoral Fellows Retreat. Language Rights in 

Education. Panel  Presentation. Tucson, Arizona, March 9. 
 
2001 National Association for Hispanic Education, Inaugural National Summit on Hispanic Education. 

Shotgun Wedding: Structured Immersion and Bilingual Education under Proposition 203. 
Tucson, Arizona, December 7.  

 
Pima Community College Multicultural Education Initiatives Program & Annual Conference 
(“Living and Learning in Two Languages”). Proposition 203 and the Legacies of the “1C” 

Program. Tucson, Arizona, November 3. 
 

Arizona School Administrators Summer Conference. Shotgun Wedding: Structured 

Immersion and Bilingual Education under Proposition 203 (with Salvador Gabaldón). 
Workshop. Tucson, Arizona, June 18. 

 
American Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI). Proposition 203, Cultural and 

Linguistic Identity, and Indigenous Language Revitalization Programs. Paper Presentation. 
Tucson, Arizona, June 14. 

 
Summer in Guanajuato, Mexico. Visiting lecturer for University of Arizona summer program 
(“Cultural and Linguistic Diversity of Exceptional Learners”). Bilingual Education and the 

Law. Seminar. Guanajuato, Mexico, June 7-8. 
 

National Association for Chicana & Chicano Studies. Annual Conference. Bilingual Education 

and the Ballot Box: Arizona and Colorado Anti-Bilingual Education Initiatives. Symposium 
and Paper Presentation. Tucson, Arizona, April 6. 

 
National Association for Chicano  & Chicano Studies. Annual Conference. Oral Narratives 

from the “1C.”  Paper Presentation. Tucson, Arizona, April 7. 
 

Georgetown University Roundtable on Language and Linguistics. Annual Conference. Historical 

Roots of English Immersion in Arizona: The “1C” Program. Paper presentation. Washington, 
DC, March 9. 

 
National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE). Annual Conference. Bilingual Education 

and the Ballot Box. Symposium organizer and presenter. Phoenix, Arizona, February 22. 
 
2000 Statewide Meeting with School District Superintendents, Bilingual Directors & Principals. Draft 

Framework for Teacher Education After Passage of Proposition 203. Paper Presentation. 
Phoenix, Arizona, December 11. 

 
Arizona State University. Tri-Campus Press Conference on Proposition 203 (with researchers 
from the University of Arizona, Arizona State, Northern Arizona University). Research study on 

the infamous “1C” program finds that it is virtually identical to Proposition 203’s 

mandatory one-year English Immersion course. Press Advisory and Paper Presentation. 
Tempe, Arizona, October 24. 

 



 

 

University of Arizona, College of Education. The Historical Roots of English Immersion in 

Arizona: The “1C” Program. Academic Symposium on Proposition 203 and English Only 
Schooling, September 23. Symposium organizer and presenter. 

  
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. Hearing on Education Issues in Southern Arizona. Testimony 

on the “English for the Children Ballot Initiative.”  Tucson, Arizona, May 19. 
 
1998 Child and Family Resources. Bilingual Education and Social Service Agencies. Presentation to 

staff and social workers in the Division of Health Families, Child and Family Resources. Tucson, 
Arizona, March 20. 

 
1997 National Louis University. Language, culture and ideology: The Paradox of Civil Rights 

Enforcement and Bilingual Curriculum Development in the Borderlands. Brown bag 
presentation to faculty in the Division of Language Minority Education. Chicago, Illinois, May 
26. 

 
1997 American Association for Applied Linguistics (AAAL). Annual Conference. Public Perceptions 

of Official English/English Only: Framing the Debate in Arizona. Colloquium on Socio-
political perspectives on language policy and language planning. Paper presentation. Orlando, 
Florida, March 11. 

 
1996 American Educational Research Association (AERA). Annual Conference. Official English and 

the Politics of Education in the U.S.A. Interactive Symposium, New York, New York, April 10. 
 

San Antonio Area Association for Bilingual Education (SAABE). Spring Conference. Bilingual 

Education and Equal Educational Opportunity: Issues in Enforcement and Compliance. 
Bilingual Administrator Leadership Summit. Paper presentation. San Antonio, Texas, March 29. 

 
University of the Incarnate Word. The Politics of Bilingual Education. Brown bag presentation 
to faculty and students in the College of Education and Department of Political Science. San 
Antonio, Texas, March 28. 

 
 

 Professional Affiliations 
 
American Educational Research Association (AERA) 
Institute for Language and Education Policy (ILEP) 
National Association for Bilingual Education (NABE) 
Tucson Association for Bilingual Education (TABE) 
 
 
References Available Upon Request 
 
August 2007 


