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EDUCATION 

 University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

• Ph.D., Language, Reading, and Culture, 2009-2015 

University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

• M.A., Language Reading and Culture, 2006-2008 

University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 

• Post-Baccalaureate English Teaching Certification, 1994-1995 

Willamette University, Salem, OR 

• B.A., Humanities, 1990-1994 

 

ACADEMIC TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

 2016-Present Assistant Professor, Language and Culture in Education, University of 

Arizona South, Sierra Vista, AZ 

2014-2015   Adjunct Instructor, Secondary Teacher Education, University of Arizona 

South, Sierra Vista, AZ 

2012-2013   Adjunct Instructor, Chicano Literature and Community Research, Prescott 

College, Tucson, AZ 

2012-2013      English Teacher, Tucson High Magnet School, Tucson, AZ 

2003-2012      Latina/o Literature Teacher, Tucson High Magnet School, Tucson, AZ 

2001-2004      English Teacher, Tucson High Magnet School, Tucson, AZ 

1999-2001    Advanced Placement American Literature Teacher, University High School, 

Tucson, AZ 

1995-1999     English Teacher, Tucson High Magnet School, Tucson, AZ 

PUBLICATIONS 

 Acosta, C. (2019). Tipu: Connections, love, and liberation. In R. Tolteka Cuauhtin, M. 

Zavala, C. Sletter, & W. Au (Eds.), Rethinking Ethnic Studies. Milwaukee, WI: 

Rethinking Schools, Ltd.  

Acosta, C., Castro, A., & Mejia, M. (2016). Young women in the movimiento: Chican@ 

Studies after the ban. In A. Butler-Wall, K. Cosler, R. Harper, J. Sapp, J. Sokolower, & 

M. Bollow Tempel (Eds.), Rethinking Sexism, Gender, and Sexuality. Milwaukee, WI: 

Rethinking Schools, Ltd.  
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engagement and political activism of Chican@ youth (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved 
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20/3FFF3FF6AA35435BPQ/1?accountid=8360 

Acosta, C. (2014).  Dangerous minds in Tucson: The banning of Mexican American 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESSES AND PRESENTATIONS  

“Respected & Reflected: Culturally Responsive Education for the Whole Learner,” 

Grantmakers in Education 2018 Annual Conference. San Diego, CA, October 

2018.  

“Victory in Arizona: Defending the Rights and Education of Chicanx/Latinx Youth in 

the Era of Hate and Anti-Intellectualism,” George Fox University Keynote Address. 

Newburg, OR, October 2018.  

“The Academic power of Humanizing Education & Ethnic Studies in an Era of 

Dehumanization & Anti-Intellectualism,” California Latino School Board 

Association Keynote Address. Del Mar, CA, October 2018. 

 “The Politics of Revolutionary and Humanizing Praxis: The Story of Liberation, 

Victory, and Regression in Tucson",” American Educational Research Association 

Annual Meeting. New York, NY, April 2018.  

“Radical Dreams and Transformative Praxis: Celebrating 50 Years of Paulo Freire’s 

Pedagogy of the Oppressed,” American Educational Research Association Annual 

Meeting. New York, NY, April 2018.  

 “Victory in Arizona: Defending the Rights and Education of Chicanx/Latinx Youth in 

the Era of Trump and Anti-Intellectualism,” Vanderbilt University Keynote 

Address. Nashville, TN, December 2017. 

“The United States of Arizona: Striving for Liberation in the Era of Trump and Anti-

Intellectualism,” Whole Language Umbrella of the National Council of Teachers of 
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“Cultures and Communities as the Foundation for Academic Excellence,” Arizona State 
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“The United States of Arizona: Striving for Liberation in the Era of Trump and Anti-

Intellectualism,” Harvard Graduate School of Education Keynote Address. 
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“Huitzilopochtli: Our Will to Act for Humanizing Education,” University of Arizona 
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AZ, February 2016. 

“The Will to Act,” Progressive Education Network National Conference. Brooklyn, NY, 

October 2015. 
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University MRRC Keynote Address. New Haven, CT, September 2015. 

“Cultures and Communities as the Foundation for Academic Excellence,” Edmonds 
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“Praxis of Struggle and Hope: An Update From Tucson,” National Association of Ethnic 
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Urban Education Conference. Providence, RI, October 2012.  

“Banned Histories: Mexican-American Studies and the Struggle for Educational Justice 
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“The High Price of Teaching Latino Students about their Heritage: Curricular Success 

and Political Fallout with the Banning of Mexican-American Studies in Arizona.” 

Invited Lecturer, University of Connecticut. Storrs, Connecticut, September 2012. 
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SERVICE AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  

 Willamette University Alumni Board of Directors Member, 2015-present 

Education for Liberation Network Advisory Board, 2011-present 

Free Minds, Free People National Conference Planning Committee, 2009-present 

American Educational Research Association, 2013-2014; 2017-present 

National Association for Ethnic Studies, 2013-2014 

National Association of Multicultural Education, 2013-2014 

AWARDS 

Willamette University Distinguished Alumni Award 2014 

American Educational Research Association Critical Educators for Social Justice  

Community Advocacy Award 2013 

University of Arizona/Circle K Teacher of the Year Finalist 2012 

University of Arizona College of Education Erasmus Circle Scholar 2011 

University of Arizona Goodman “In Defense of Good Teaching” Award 2011 

Hispanic Sports and Academic Enrichment Program Teacher of the Year 2011 

Tucson High Magnet School Male Faculty Member of the Year 2010 



 

Martin Luther King Jr. Classic Teacher Award 2009 

National Scholars Honors Society, member since 2007 

The Flinn Foundation Distinguished Educator Award 2002 

 




